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Jeb Bush
Govemnor

Kathleen A. Kearney
Secretary

February 2, 2000

Virgil L. Conrad

Regional Administrator

Food and Nutrition Service

United States Department of Agriculture
61 Forsyth Street, SW, Room 8736
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. Conrad:

Enclosed are two waiver extension requests of Public Law 104-193, Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act, concerning Section 824. The waiver

extension requests are for work requirements for abie-bodied aduits without

dependents.

The extension request for Waiver 970133 is for counties and areas that have
over a 10 percent unemployment rate. The extension request for Waiver 970134
is for counties and areas that are designated as labor surpius areas.

An expeditious processing of these requests is appreciated. Florida has
exercised the option to exempt up to fifteen percent of able-bodied adults without
dependents in addition to the individuals included in the two waiver extensions.

If there are gquestions concerning the waiver extension requests, please call me
at (850) 487-1111, or Patricia Hall at (850) 921-5574.

Very truly yours,

M’L‘m—*..ﬁﬂ-&f

Judge Kathleen A. Kearney
Secretary

RECEIVED

FEB

FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

1317 Winewood Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0700

The Department of Children and Famifies is committed to working in partnership
with local communities (o ensure safety, well-being and self-sufficiency for the people we serve.
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My FLORIDA DEPARTMINT OF Jeb Bush

gHELDREN Governor
& SAME &g ES g:::rrl::!tzrr;' A. Kearney

WAIVER REQUEST

*.  WATVSR SFRIAI NUMBER: 9701332

2. TYPE OF REQUEST: Extension (Renewal)

wat

FRIMARY REGULAT{ON CITATION: Public Law 104-193
Perseonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act

4. SECONDARY REGULATION CLIATION: Section 824
Work Requirement for Able-Bodied Acults Witheut Dependents

SIATE: rlorida

|84}

REGTON: Scutheast

o

7. RIGULATORY REQUIREMENTS: Under this section of the Act,
tnaividuals are only eligible for food stamps three months out
of thirty-six unless the individual is exempr. An individual

is exempt from Lhis requirement if the individual is: {1}
working at least 20 hours per week {averaged monthly;, (2)
participaring in a work cxperience or workfare program for 20

haurs o wmore per week, (3' under 18 or over 50 vears ot age,
(4) w=dically certified as physically or mentally unfit for
erployment, (5) resconsible for a dependent child, (6}
pregrant, or (/) vtherwise exempt from work requirements.

8. PROFGIED ALTERNATIVE PROCEDURES: Florida reguests a
waiver from the Work Requirement for Able-Bodied Adults
W.thout Deperdents regulation for courties and areas with an
unemployment rate cver 10%. Florida’s Department of Labor and
Employment Security, Local Area Unerployment Statistics
(LALS), which are produced in cocperation with the United
States Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, were
uged to determine uremployment rates. Unemployment rates for
the most recent s5ix months {(June through November) for 1999
were used to idenlify the counties and areas with an
uncmploeyment rate over 10% (see Attachment A

1317 Winewood Boulevard, Taliahassee, Florida 32399-0700

Working in partnorship with locai communitias to heln people be self-sufficient
and ve in stabla families and communities.
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Fage
Waiver Fxtension Request
Unemp_oyment Over 10%

The counties and areas, which gualify for this waiver, are:

UNEMPLOYMENT NUMBER CF
COUNTY RATE ABAWDS Nov. 1999
Gulf 11.8% Al
lardee 2.9% 50
Hendry 17.1% 3
St. lLaucis 12.0% 267

TOTAL: 371*(1)

AREAS* (2) RATE
Ft. Pierce City 19..5%

*{1) R1ll of the counties included in this walver extension
request are also designated as labor surplus areas and are
included in the extension request for waiver 970134.

*{2) The city included in this waiver extension request is
located in a county that is designated as a labor surplus area
and is included in the extensicn request for waiver 970131,

5, JUSTIFICATION FOR REQUREST: As stated in number 8 above,
thase counties and areas have unemployment rates over 10%.
Dus to the high unemployment rate, the counties and areas are
unab’ e to provide a sufficient number of job oppcrtunities.
Usua_ly the individuals have little weorx history, and
employment prospects for these individuals are greatly
diminishea.

10. ANTICIPATED IMBACT ON HOUSEHCLDS AND STATE AGENCY: The
exempt able-bodied adulis without dependents would continue to
be eligiple for food stamp benefits, thus allowing them an
oxtended veriod of time to utilize the Food Stamp Employment
and Training Program and the employment services of the
Department of Labor and Employment Security, Jobs and Benefits
Otfices.

11 CASELOAD INFORMATION: This waiver would affect 4 of the
67 counties in Flerida. This waiver extension would exempt
371 able-podied adults without dependents.
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rfage !
Waiver Extension Request

Unemployrent Over 10%

12, TIME PZRIOD: Ilarida is requesting this waiver be
approved for the period March 1, 2000 through February 28,
2001, Pricr to March 2001, this waiver will be re-evaluated
and re sucmilted. Additicral counties/areas may be added to
this request 1if Lhose counties/areas experience a three
consccutive month average unemployment rate over 10%.

13. WJALITY CONTROL REVIEW PROCEDURES: Quality Centreol
procenures will not be affected because thne counties/areas
w21l be exempr from the Work Requirement for Able-Bodied
Adults Without Dependents regulation during quality controcl
reviews.

14, SIGNATURE:

}6&591La‘4q¢¢@.ﬂ&upvﬁAatj
-udge Kathleen A. Kearnew
Becretary

1%. DATE: :2¥;g£62> -




